both hypogene and epigene water. Individual caves are scarcely mentioned -the focus remains upon development in the "Cave Belt" as a whole and its geoenvironment.
Kirkland's work is the dénouement of almost 20 years of research in southeastern New Mexico and western Texas, at the same time summarizing, discussing and incorporating decades of research by previous workers combined with his new ideas. Though sulfide speleogenesis remains the central point of concern, development of the parent rocks (from sedimentation up until the present), including local tectonic effects, had to be broadly considered. From this point of view the book presents an example of how different branches of the earth sciences should be involved in physical karst science studies in the future. The study was made more challenging by the area's unusual geological history, particularly the complex history of diagenesis; undoubtedly those with a grounding in modern oil geology will find the text easier to understand.
ACTA CARSOLOGICA 43/2-3, 341-243, POSTOJNA 2014 In the Foreword to this A4-format paperback book the Managing Editor, Lewis Land, notes that, "… this publication will serve as an important source book and milestone for future research in the delaware basin region for many years to come. " The present reviewer is of the opinion that the book is much more. As with the first edition of the NCKRI Special Paper (Alexander Klimchouk: Hypogene Speleogenesis: Hydrogelogical and Morphogenetic Perspective.), the current one presents a milestone in the general development of ideas related to speleogenesis. If twentiethcentury karst science examined the karst from three slightly different viewpoints, i.e. karst hydrogeology, speleology and karst geomorphology, Kirkland's present work introduces novel aspects, which return to the basics of general sedimentology and (bio)geochemistry in a broad sense The actual state of the karst underground in the studied area is not merely a "karstified (whatever that expression might mean) rocky mass" but an obvious stage in the diagenesis of the carbonate-sulphate-halite body that, during geological time, has been exposed to Kirkland's work has shed a quite new light upon the understanding of speleogenesis in general and is an essential "must read" for every serious, 21 st century, karstologist. The present reviewer presumes that the (listed) peer reviewers would share this opinion.
The book is distributed by the National Cave and Karst Research Institute, 400-1 Cascades Ave., Carlsbad, NM 88220, USA; www.nckri.org. The file can be downloaded at http://nckri.org/about_nckri/nckri_publica-tions.htm.
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